
Flexible Seating  

If  you’ve been able to visit Keota Elementary you may 
have noticed some interesting additions to multiple 
classrooms. We have multiple teachers that are 
utilizing concepts of  Flexible Seating in their 
classrooms. Flexible Seating provides students 
alternative seating options, in addition to the standard 
desk or chair option. These seating options allow for 
student movement. There are many people (adults 
included) that learn or think best while moving. New 

research supports that for some people movement is an 
excellent benefit and improves brain activity. This is true for many students as well 
and these seating options are a means to support learning for everyone.  

Another important concept with Flexible Seating is student choice. Teachers 
discuss protocol and classroom expectations with Flexible Seating at the beginning 
of  the school year and allow students to choose their seating option for various 
times throughout the day. The protocol discussion includes the handling of  
disagreements if  multiple students want the same Flexible Seating option.  

We would like to thank the Keota PTO and the individual donors for their funding 
support of  the Flexible Seating options. The Keota PTO and Keota community 
have been willing to support the teachers wishing to implement Flexible Seating 
and we’re very grateful for the support.  
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Upcoming Events  

9/8 
Hurricane Harvey 
relief  collection 
ends  

9/11 
Elementary FAST 
Testing Begins                      

9/11 
Pack the Gym 
Night & Baked 
Potato Bar 
4:30-6:30     

9/12 
Elementary Vision 
screenings  

9/13                  
1:00 Dismissal- 
Professional 
Development  

9/14                           
S-K Homecoming 
t-shirt orders due 
at 8:30 AM    

9/14                      
School Board 
Meeting- 6:00 
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Top row left to right- Wobble Stools, Yoga balls, & Scoop Chairs           
Bottom left- Stand up desk with a kick band  
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SOARR 

You will see and hear many times this year about things that relate to SOARR. To eliminate any confusion, we 
thought it might be a good idea to explain what SOARR is all about. SOARR is an acronym for safe, organized, 
achieving, respectful, and responsible. SOARR is Keota Elementary’s version of  PBIS. PBIS stands for positive 
behavior intervention and supports. The general concept is to reward students when they exhibit positive behaviors. 
The teachers spend time at the beginning of  the year explaining the expectations of  behavior for students in 
various locations throughout the school. Teachers reiterate for students the expectation of  behaviors in areas like 
the classrooms, in the hallway, on the bus, in the lunchroom, at recess, and in the restrooms. As the year moves 
along, when staff  members see students exhibiting the expected behaviors they may be rewarded with SOARR 
slips. The slips are collected weekly and winners are drawn and have choices in rewards. The rewards include a 
prize, Fancy Lunch with Mr. Smith, time in the Reading Lounge for their class, or other options. Once a month the 
elementary will gather for a SOARR assembly where they will be updated on their SOARR goal for the year. The 
goal for the 2017-2018 school year is 11,000 slips. One of  the weekly SOARR winners will also be recognized as 
the monthly SOARR winner at the SOARR assembly. The SOARR program has proven to be a positive way to 
recognize expectations and desired behaviors and is a tremendous program for the elementary students. Below is a 
chart of  the SOARR expectations covered with students and displayed in various locations around the elementary:  

Hallway Cafeteria Recess Bathroom Bus 

Safe -Walk 
-Face forward 
-Shoes tied  
-Hands to self

-Walk 
-Seated correctly 
-Hands & feet to 
self 

-Use equipment 
appropriately 
-Leave rocks on the 
ground 
-Leave snow on the 
ground

-Hands off of the 
lights & thermostat 
-Turn faucets off

-Sit with back 
against the seat 
-Hands & feet out 
of the aisle & inside 
the bus 
-“Just Right” Voice

Organized -Single file  
-Right side 

-Stay in line  
-Keep the line 
moving

-Line up at the bell 
-Hold equipment  
-Quiet in line 

-In, go, flush, wash, 
out

-Keep aisle clear 

Achieving -Positive Role 
Model

-Positive Role 
Model 
-Eat

-Positive Role 
Model 
-Use kind words

-Positive Role 
Model

-Positive Role 
Model 

Respectful -“Just Right” Voice  
-Quiet feet

-“Just Right” Voice 
-Manners

-Include all  
-Follow game rules 
-Use kind words

-Eyes to yourself 
-Hit your mark 
-Flush

-Use kind words 

Responsible -“Just Right” Voice  -Clean your area 
-Throw away trash 
-Silverware in the 
tub

-Bring in 
equipment 
-Appropriate 
clothing outside

-Pick up after 
yourself 
-Flush 
-Let an adult know 
of any problems 
-Soap, wash, dry, 
trash

-Pick up after 
yourself  
-Keep food & drink 
in your backpack 
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